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November 3, 2003 

The Honorable Michael K. Powell 
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission 
Room 8-6201 
445 12th Skeet, sw 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WT Docket No. 02-55 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I’m presenting to you further affirmation of the wide support of the Consensus Plan 
from the public safety community. Accompanying this letter is a petition with more than 500 
supporting signatures representing chiefs of police and other law enforcement professionals 
from around the counby. 

The signatures represent the shngth  of public safev support for the Consensus Plan 
to realign the spedrum and allewate interference in the 800 MHz band - a plan currently 
under consideration by the Cornmission. Recendy, the sbength of this support has been 
called into questlon. We organized this petltion to highlight that the organizational support for 
the Consensus Plan - support from the International Association of Chiefs of Police and the 
Major Cities Chiefs Asssociation - is squarely in line with the oplnlons and needs of the 
members of these organizations. Rank and file members join the IACP and MCC to make sure 
that issues important to law enforcement are identified and addressed. This petition 
demonstrates that the IAtp and MCC leadership on the issue of 800 MHz interference is 
clearly supported by the membership. 

I can speak firsthand to the enthusiasm and conviction among LACP and MCC members 
following notification of this petition. They recognize, like M many of their public safety 
colleagues, that interference is a dangerous problem in need of a comprehensive, proactive 
and fully-funded solution - a solution offered & by the Consensus Plan. 

mailto:ChlefHRM@leo.gov


1 hope that as you and the members of the Commission consider the options for 
dealing with 800 MHz interference you will keep in mind the strength of support from publlc 
safety for the Consensus Plan. The lives of law enforcement oFFicers and the communltles we 
proudly protect are too important to do otherwise. 

Harlin R. Mdwen 

cc: 
Cornmissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy 
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein 
Commissioner Michael I. Copps 
Commissioner Kevin 3. Martin 
Secretary Marlene H. Dortch 
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The I f ( ln~Jrdbk bbchael 1< I’oweU 
Chamnan, Federal (:uiiununicauon~ Conunission 
445 1 2 r h  Strcet, SW,  Room 8-R201 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: Suppor t  for t h e  800 MHz “Consensus Plan” to solve Public Safety interference 

I)c;lr (’hainnan Pnwell: 

\Tc, the undrrsi~med, gathered to attend the llnnual Conference of the lnternaaonal Assoclanon 
of Chiefs uf I’ohce (IIZCP) and/or r h e  Annual hkcung of the Major Cihes Chefs  Assoclanon 
(VCC) in Philadelpha, Pcnnsylvarua, from October 19-24, 2003, are extremely concerned m t h  
inrerfcrcncc in rhe 800MI~Iz hand of  the radm spectrum and behevr the Consensus Plan IS the beqr 
solu~ion It I S  esnmatcd that p u b k  safety agencies \m11 experience interference a t  more than 350 
I(,cauuns this ycar ~ the highest single-year total to date. ‘l’he uend is a l a m n g  and foreshadows 
further interruptlon o f  nussior criucal commurucanons during everyday emergencies and future 
catastropluc cwnt s .  

LY:e believe the C~rnscnws Plan pr(~pvsa1 for the reahgnmcnt uf the spectrum 15 the best soluhon 
hi the current siruauon; it is supported by all of the malor public safety orgaruzauons. We 
advocatc for the Consensus Plan bccausc it uiI1 

J remedy interference to pubhc safety commumcmons systems and pnvate wxeless systems 
opcraung at YO0 MHz 

J mini mi^ disrupann to cxismng l iccnsccs and sc~vices - 70 percent of existmg pnvate 
um&ss incumbents would achieve benefits of the Consensus Plan ulthout any system 
modifications whatsucver 

J msurc puhhc safety agencies would have access to adhhonal spectrum to support their 
m I s si on c ri hc a1 communi ca [io n s 

J reqlure n o  lederal, stare or local funding to mplcmcnt. 

4 s  timr passcs, our  risks from h s  problcm cononuc to grow. Ths is a criucal issue for the public 
safer); comnumty and out nation Therefore, we strongly urge you to consider the safety and 
cifccu\-cncss r i f  public s a f q  personnel as your top priority. 

‘I’hank )mu in advance for y o u r  consideration 

Respectfully. 
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